
New Jersey Language Arts – Reading Comprehension Basic 1

Merit’s Reading Comprehension Basic programs address the following New Jersey Core Curriculum Content
Standards:

Grade 3 pg. 1-6
Grade 4 pg. 7-14

Subhead Standard Strand Learning Expectation Merit Software

Reading 3.1 (READING) ALL STUDENTS
WILL UNDERSTAND AND APPLY
THE KNOWLEDGE OF SOUNDS,
LETTERS, AND WORDS IN
WRITTEN ENGLISH TO BECOME
INDEPENDENT AND FLUENT
READERS, AND WILL READ A
VARIETY OF MATERIALS AND
TEXTS WITH FLUENCY AND
COMPREHENSION.

C. Decoding and
Word Recognition

1. Know sounds for a
range of prefixes and
suffixes (e.g., re-, ex-, -
ment, -tion).

Developing Critical
Thinking Skills, Set 1,
Reading Critically Non-
fiction, Set 1; Literature-
Based Reading Series 1;
Reading Comprehension
Booster; Read and
Respond Punch; Reading
Shape-Up Set 1; Accu-
Reading, Sets 1-2; Real
World Reading Skills,
Sets 1-2

Reading 3.1 (READING) ALL STUDENTS
WILL UNDERSTAND AND APPLY
THE KNOWLEDGE OF SOUNDS,
LETTERS, AND WORDS IN
WRITTEN ENGLISH TO BECOME
INDEPENDENT AND FLUENT
READERS, AND WILL READ A
VARIETY OF MATERIALS AND
TEXTS WITH FLUENCY AND
COMPREHENSION.

C. Decoding and
Word Recognition

2. Use letter-sound
knowledge and
structural analysis to
decode words.

Developing Critical
Thinking Skills, Set 1,
Reading Critically Non-
fiction, Set 1; Literature-
Based Reading Series 1;
Reading Comprehension
Booster; Read and
Respond Punch; Reading
Shape-Up Set 1; Accu-
Reading, Sets 1-2; Real
World Reading Skills,
Sets 1-2

New Jersey Core Curriculum Content Standards
correlated to

Merit Software Reading Comprehension Basic Programs

The New Jersey Core Curriculum Content Standards for language arts literacy capture language
experiences all children need in order to grow intellectually, socially, and emotionally in classrooms
across the curriculum. The standards, developed in July 2002, are intended to promote students'
capacities to construct meaning in any arena, with others as well as on their own. If students learn to
read, write, speak, listen, and view critically, strategically, and creatively, and if they learn to use these
arts individually and with others, they will have the literacy skills they need to discover personal and
shared meaning throughout their lives.

Grade 3
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Reading 3.1 (READING) ALL STUDENTS
WILL UNDERSTAND AND APPLY
THE KNOWLEDGE OF SOUNDS,
LETTERS, AND WORDS IN
WRITTEN ENGLISH TO BECOME
INDEPENDENT AND FLUENT
READERS, AND WILL READ A
VARIETY OF MATERIALS AND
TEXTS WITH FLUENCY AND
COMPREHENSION.

C. Decoding and
Word Recognition

3. Use context to
accurately read words
with more than one
pronunciation.

Developing Critical
Thinking Skills, Set 1,
Reading Critically Non-
fiction, Set 1; Literature-
Based Reading Series 1;
Reading Comprehension
Booster; Read and
Respond Punch; Reading
Shape-Up Set 1; Accu-
Reading, Sets 1-2; Real
World Reading Skills,
Sets 1-2

Reading 3.1 (READING) ALL STUDENTS
WILL UNDERSTAND AND APPLY
THE KNOWLEDGE OF SOUNDS,
LETTERS, AND WORDS IN
WRITTEN ENGLISH TO BECOME
INDEPENDENT AND FLUENT
READERS, AND WILL READ A
VARIETY OF MATERIALS AND
TEXTS WITH FLUENCY AND
COMPREHENSION.

D. Fluency 1. Recognize grade-
level words accurately
and with ease so that a
text sounds like spoken
language when read
aloud.

Developing Critical
Thinking Skills, Set 1,
Reading Critically Non-
fiction, Set 1; Literature-
Based Reading Series 1;
Reading Comprehension
Booster; Read and
Respond Punch; Reading
Shape-Up Set 1; Accu-
Reading, Sets 1-2; Real
World Reading Skills,
Sets 1-2

Reading 3.1 (READING) ALL STUDENTS
WILL UNDERSTAND AND APPLY
THE KNOWLEDGE OF SOUNDS,
LETTERS, AND WORDS IN
WRITTEN ENGLISH TO BECOME
INDEPENDENT AND FLUENT
READERS, AND WILL READ A
VARIETY OF MATERIALS AND
TEXTS WITH FLUENCY AND
COMPREHENSION.

D. Fluency 2. Read longer text and
chapter books
independently and
silently.

Developing Critical
Thinking Skills, Set 1,
Reading Critically Non-
fiction, Set 1; Literature-
Based Reading Series 1;
Reading Comprehension
Booster; Read and
Respond Punch; Reading
Shape-Up Set 1; Accu-
Reading, Sets 1-2; Real
World Reading Skills,
Sets 1-2

Reading 3.1 (READING) ALL STUDENTS
WILL UNDERSTAND AND APPLY
THE KNOWLEDGE OF SOUNDS,
LETTERS, AND WORDS IN
WRITTEN ENGLISH TO BECOME
INDEPENDENT AND FLUENT
READERS, AND WILL READ A
VARIETY OF MATERIALS AND
TEXTS WITH FLUENCY AND
COMPREHENSION.

D. Fluency 3. Read aloud with
proper phrasing,
inflection, and
intonation.

Developing Critical
Thinking Skills, Set 1,
Reading Critically Non-
fiction, Set 1; Literature-
Based Reading Series 1;
Reading Comprehension
Booster; Read and
Respond Punch; Reading
Shape-Up Set 1; Accu-
Reading, Sets 1-2; Real
World Reading Skills,
Sets 1-2
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Reading 3.1 (READING) ALL STUDENTS
WILL UNDERSTAND AND APPLY
THE KNOWLEDGE OF SOUNDS,
LETTERS, AND WORDS IN
WRITTEN ENGLISH TO BECOME
INDEPENDENT AND FLUENT
READERS, AND WILL READ A
VARIETY OF MATERIALS AND
TEXTS WITH FLUENCY AND
COMPREHENSION.

E. Reading Strategies
(before, during, after
reading).

1. Set purpose for
reading and check to
verify or change
predictions during/after
reading.

Developing Critical
Thinking Skills, Set 1,
Reading Critically Non-
fiction, Set 1; Literature-
Based Reading Series 1;
Reading Comprehension
Booster; Read and
Respond Punch; Reading
Shape-Up Set 1; Accu-
Reading, Sets 1-2; Real
World Reading Skills,
Sets 1-2

Reading 3.1 (READING) ALL STUDENTS
WILL UNDERSTAND AND APPLY
THE KNOWLEDGE OF SOUNDS,
LETTERS, AND WORDS IN
WRITTEN ENGLISH TO BECOME
INDEPENDENT AND FLUENT
READERS, AND WILL READ A
VARIETY OF MATERIALS AND
TEXTS WITH FLUENCY AND
COMPREHENSION.

E. Reading Strategies
(before, during, after
reading).

2. Monitor
comprehension and
accuracy while reading
in context and self-
correct errors.

Developing Critical
Thinking Skills, Set 1,
Reading Critically Non-
fiction, Set 1; Literature-
Based Reading Series 1;
Reading Comprehension
Booster; Read and
Respond Punch; Reading
Shape-Up Set 1; Accu-
Reading, Sets 1-2; Real
World Reading Skills,
Sets 1-2

Reading 3.1 (READING) ALL STUDENTS
WILL UNDERSTAND AND APPLY
THE KNOWLEDGE OF SOUNDS,
LETTERS, AND WORDS IN
WRITTEN ENGLISH TO BECOME
INDEPENDENT AND FLUENT
READERS, AND WILL READ A
VARIETY OF MATERIALS AND
TEXTS WITH FLUENCY AND
COMPREHENSION.

E. Reading Strategies
(before, during, after
reading).

3. Use pictures and
context clues to assist
with decoding of new
words.

Developing Critical
Thinking Skills, Set 1,
Reading Critically Non-
fiction, Set 1; Literature-
Based Reading Series 1;
Reading Comprehension
Booster; Read and
Respond Punch; Reading
Shape-Up Set 1; Accu-
Reading, Sets 1-2; Real
World Reading Skills,
Sets 1-2

Reading 3.1 (READING) ALL STUDENTS
WILL UNDERSTAND AND APPLY
THE KNOWLEDGE OF SOUNDS,
LETTERS, AND WORDS IN
WRITTEN ENGLISH TO BECOME
INDEPENDENT AND FLUENT
READERS, AND WILL READ A
VARIETY OF MATERIALS AND
TEXTS WITH FLUENCY AND
COMPREHENSION.

E. Reading Strategies
(before, during, after
reading).

4. Develop and use
graphic organizers to
build on experiences
and extend learning.

Developing Critical
Thinking Skills, Set 1,
Reading Critically Non-
fiction, Set 1; Literature-
Based Reading Series 1;
Reading Comprehension
Booster; Read and
Respond Punch; Reading
Shape-Up Set 1; Accu-
Reading, Sets 1-2; Real
World Reading Skills,
Sets 1-2
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Reading 3.1 (READING) ALL STUDENTS
WILL UNDERSTAND AND APPLY
THE KNOWLEDGE OF SOUNDS,
LETTERS, AND WORDS IN
WRITTEN ENGLISH TO BECOME
INDEPENDENT AND FLUENT
READERS, AND WILL READ A
VARIETY OF MATERIALS AND
TEXTS WITH FLUENCY AND
COMPREHENSION.

G. Comprehension
Skills and Response
to Text

2. Distinguish
cause/effect,
fact/opinion, main
idea/supporting details
in interpreting texts.
.

Developing Critical
Thinking Skills, Set 1,
Reading Critically Non-
fiction, Set 1; Literature-
Based Reading Series 1;
Reading Comprehension
Booster; Read and
Respond Punch; Reading
Shape-Up Set 1; Accu-
Reading, Sets 1-2; Real
World Reading Skills,
Sets 1-2

Reading 3.1 (READING) ALL STUDENTS
WILL UNDERSTAND AND APPLY
THE KNOWLEDGE OF SOUNDS,
LETTERS, AND WORDS IN
WRITTEN ENGLISH TO BECOME
INDEPENDENT AND FLUENT
READERS, AND WILL READ A
VARIETY OF MATERIALS AND
TEXTS WITH FLUENCY AND
COMPREHENSION.

G. Comprehension
Skills and Response
to Text

4. Ask how, why, and
what-if questions in
interpreting nonfiction
texts.

Developing Critical
Thinking Skills, Set 1,
Reading Critically Non-
fiction, Set 1; Reading
Comprehension Booster;
Reading Shape-Up Set 1;
Accu-Reading, Sets 1-2;
Real World Reading
Skills, Sets 1-2

Reading 3.1 (READING) ALL STUDENTS
WILL UNDERSTAND AND APPLY
THE KNOWLEDGE OF SOUNDS,
LETTERS, AND WORDS IN
WRITTEN ENGLISH TO BECOME
INDEPENDENT AND FLUENT
READERS, AND WILL READ A
VARIETY OF MATERIALS AND
TEXTS WITH FLUENCY AND
COMPREHENSION.

G. Comprehension
Skills and Response
to Text

6. Discuss underlying
theme or message in
interpreting fiction.

Literature-Based Reading
Series 1; Reading
Comprehension Booster;
Read and Respond
Punch; Reading Shape-
Up Set 1

Reading 3.1 (READING) ALL STUDENTS
WILL UNDERSTAND AND APPLY
THE KNOWLEDGE OF SOUNDS,
LETTERS, AND WORDS IN
WRITTEN ENGLISH TO BECOME
INDEPENDENT AND FLUENT
READERS, AND WILL READ A
VARIETY OF MATERIALS AND
TEXTS WITH FLUENCY AND
COMPREHENSION.

G. Comprehension
Skills and Response
to Text

7. Summarize major
points from fiction and
nonfiction texts.

Developing Critical
Thinking Skills, Set 1,
Reading Critically Non-
fiction, Set 1; Literature-
Based Reading Series 1;
Reading Comprehension
Booster; Read and
Respond Punch; Reading
Shape-Up Set 1; Accu-
Reading, Sets 1-2; Real
World Reading Skills,
Sets 1-2
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Reading 3.1 (READING) ALL STUDENTS
WILL UNDERSTAND AND APPLY
THE KNOWLEDGE OF SOUNDS,
LETTERS, AND WORDS IN
WRITTEN ENGLISH TO BECOME
INDEPENDENT AND FLUENT
READERS, AND WILL READ A
VARIETY OF MATERIALS AND
TEXTS WITH FLUENCY AND
COMPREHENSION.

G. Comprehension
Skills and Response
to Text

8. Draw conclusions
and inferences from
texts.

Developing Critical
Thinking Skills, Set 1,
Reading Critically Non-
fiction, Set 1; Literature-
Based Reading Series 1;
Reading Comprehension
Booster; Read and
Respond Punch; Reading
Shape-Up Set 1; Accu-
Reading, Sets 1-2; Real
World Reading Skills,
Sets 1-2

Reading 3.1 (READING) ALL STUDENTS
WILL UNDERSTAND AND APPLY
THE KNOWLEDGE OF SOUNDS,
LETTERS, AND WORDS IN
WRITTEN ENGLISH TO BECOME
INDEPENDENT AND FLUENT
READERS, AND WILL READ A
VARIETY OF MATERIALS AND
TEXTS WITH FLUENCY AND
COMPREHENSION.

G. Comprehension
Skills and Response
to Text

9. Recognize first-
person "I" point of view.

Developing Critical
Thinking Skills, Set 1,
Reading Critically Non-
fiction, Set 1; Literature-
Based Reading Series 1;
Reading Comprehension
Booster; Read and
Respond Punch; Reading
Shape-Up Set 1; Accu-
Reading, Sets 1-2; Real
World Reading Skills,
Sets 1-2

Reading 3.1 (READING) ALL STUDENTS
WILL UNDERSTAND AND APPLY
THE KNOWLEDGE OF SOUNDS,
LETTERS, AND WORDS IN
WRITTEN ENGLISH TO BECOME
INDEPENDENT AND FLUENT
READERS, AND WILL READ A
VARIETY OF MATERIALS AND
TEXTS WITH FLUENCY AND
COMPREHENSION.

G. Comprehension
Skills and Response
to Text

10. Compare and
contrast story plots,
characters, settings,
and themes.

Literature-Based Reading
Series 1; Reading
Comprehension Booster;
Read and Respond
Punch; Reading Shape-
Up Set 1

Reading 3.1 (READING) ALL STUDENTS
WILL UNDERSTAND AND APPLY
THE KNOWLEDGE OF SOUNDS,
LETTERS, AND WORDS IN
WRITTEN ENGLISH TO BECOME
INDEPENDENT AND FLUENT
READERS, AND WILL READ A
VARIETY OF MATERIALS AND
TEXTS WITH FLUENCY AND
COMPREHENSION.

G. Comprehension
Skills and Response
to Text

12. Read regularly in
materials appropriate
for their independent
reading level.

Developing Critical
Thinking Skills, Set 1,
Reading Critically Non-
fiction, Set 1; Literature-
Based Reading Series 1;
Reading Comprehension
Booster; Read and
Respond Punch; Reading
Shape-Up Set 1; Accu-
Reading, Sets 1-2; Real
World Reading Skills,
Sets 1-2
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Reading 3.1 (READING) ALL STUDENTS
WILL UNDERSTAND AND APPLY
THE KNOWLEDGE OF SOUNDS,
LETTERS, AND WORDS IN
WRITTEN ENGLISH TO BECOME
INDEPENDENT AND FLUENT
READERS, AND WILL READ A
VARIETY OF MATERIALS AND
TEXTS WITH FLUENCY AND
COMPREHENSION.

G. Comprehension
Skills and Response
to Text

13. Read and
comprehend both fiction
and nonfiction that is
appropriately designed
for grade level.

Developing Critical
Thinking Skills, Set 1,
Reading Critically Non-
fiction, Set 1; Literature-
Based Reading Series 1;
Reading Comprehension
Booster; Read and
Respond Punch; Reading
Shape-Up Set 1; Accu-
Reading, Sets 1-2; Real
World Reading Skills,
Sets 1-2

Reading 3.1 (READING) ALL STUDENTS
WILL UNDERSTAND AND APPLY
THE KNOWLEDGE OF SOUNDS,
LETTERS, AND WORDS IN
WRITTEN ENGLISH TO BECOME
INDEPENDENT AND FLUENT
READERS, AND WILL READ A
VARIETY OF MATERIALS AND
TEXTS WITH FLUENCY AND
COMPREHENSION.

G. Comprehension
Skills and Response
to Text

14. Use information and
reasoning to examine
bases of hypotheses
and opinions.

Developing Critical
Thinking Skills, Set 1,
Reading Critically Non-
fiction, Set 1; Literature-
Based Reading Series 1;
Reading Comprehension
Booster; Read and
Respond Punch; Reading
Shape-Up Set 1; Accu-
Reading, Sets 1-2; Real
World Reading Skills,
Sets 1-2

Reading 3.1 (READING) ALL STUDENTS
WILL UNDERSTAND AND APPLY
THE KNOWLEDGE OF SOUNDS,
LETTERS, AND WORDS IN
WRITTEN ENGLISH TO BECOME
INDEPENDENT AND FLUENT
READERS, AND WILL READ A
VARIETY OF MATERIALS AND
TEXTS WITH FLUENCY AND
COMPREHENSION.

H. Inquiry and
Research

2. Draw conclusions
from information and
data gathered.

Developing Critical
Thinking Skills, Set 1,
Reading Critically Non-
fiction, Set 1; Literature-
Based Reading Series 1;
Reading Comprehension
Booster; Read and
Respond Punch; Reading
Shape-Up Set 1; Accu-
Reading, Sets 1-2; Real
World Reading Skills,
Sets 1-2

Reading 3.1 (READING) ALL STUDENTS
WILL UNDERSTAND AND APPLY
THE KNOWLEDGE OF SOUNDS,
LETTERS, AND WORDS IN
WRITTEN ENGLISH TO BECOME
INDEPENDENT AND FLUENT
READERS, AND WILL READ A
VARIETY OF MATERIALS AND
TEXTS WITH FLUENCY AND
COMPREHENSION.

H. Inquiry and
Research

3. Read a variety of
nonfiction and fiction
books and produce
evidence of
understanding.

Developing Critical
Thinking Skills, Set 1,
Reading Critically Non-
fiction, Set 1; Literature-
Based Reading Series 1;
Reading Comprehension
Booster; Read and
Respond Punch; Reading
Shape-Up Set 1; Accu-
Reading, Sets 1-2; Real
World Reading Skills,
Sets 1-2
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Subhead Standard Strand Learning Expectation Merit Software

Reading 3.1 (READING) ALL STUDENTS
WILL UNDERSTAND AND APPLY
THE KNOWLEDGE OF SOUNDS,
LETTERS, AND WORDS IN
WRITTEN ENGLISH TO BECOME
INDEPENDENT AND FLUENT
READERS, AND WILL READ A
VARIETY OF MATERIALS AND
TEXTS WITH FLUENCY AND
COMPREHENSION.

C. Decoding and
Word Recognition

1. Use letter-sound
correspondence and
structural analysis (e.g.,
roots, affixes) to decode
words.

Developing Critical
Thinking Skills, Set 1,
Reading Critically Non-
fiction, Set 1; Literature-
Based Reading Series 1;
Reading Comprehension
Booster; Read and
Respond Punch; Reading
Shape-Up Set 1; Accu-
Reading, Sets 1-2; Real
World Reading Skills,
Sets 1-2

Reading 3.1 (READING) ALL STUDENTS
WILL UNDERSTAND AND APPLY
THE KNOWLEDGE OF SOUNDS,
LETTERS, AND WORDS IN
WRITTEN ENGLISH TO BECOME
INDEPENDENT AND FLUENT
READERS, AND WILL READ A
VARIETY OF MATERIALS AND
TEXTS WITH FLUENCY AND
COMPREHENSION.

C. Decoding and
Word Recognition

2. Know and use
common word families
to decode unfamiliar
words.
s

Developing Critical
Thinking Skills, Set 1,
Reading Critically Non-
fiction, Set 1; Literature-
Based Reading Series 1;
Reading Comprehension
Booster; Read and
Respond Punch; Reading
Shape-Up Set 1; Accu-
Reading, Sets 1-2; Real
World Reading Skills,
Sets 1-2

Reading 3.1 (READING) ALL STUDENTS
WILL UNDERSTAND AND APPLY
THE KNOWLEDGE OF SOUNDS,
LETTERS, AND WORDS IN
WRITTEN ENGLISH TO BECOME
INDEPENDENT AND FLUENT
READERS, AND WILL READ A
VARIETY OF MATERIALS AND
TEXTS WITH FLUENCY AND
COMPREHENSION.

C. Decoding and
Word Recognition

3. Recognize
compound words,
contractions, and
common abbreviations.

Developing Critical
Thinking Skills, Set 1,
Reading Critically Non-
fiction, Set 1; Literature-
Based Reading Series 1;
Reading Comprehension
Booster; Read and
Respond Punch; Reading
Shape-Up Set 1; Accu-
Reading, Sets 1-2; Real
World Reading Skills,
Sets 1-2

Reading 3.1 (READING) ALL STUDENTS
WILL UNDERSTAND AND APPLY
THE KNOWLEDGE OF SOUNDS,
LETTERS, AND WORDS IN
WRITTEN ENGLISH TO BECOME
INDEPENDENT AND FLUENT
READERS, AND WILL READ A
VARIETY OF MATERIALS AND
TEXTS WITH FLUENCY AND
COMPREHENSION.

D. Fluency 1. Use appropriate
rhythm, flow, meter, and
pronunciation in
demonstrating
understanding of
punctuation marks.

Developing Critical
Thinking Skills, Set 1,
Reading Critically Non-
fiction, Set 1; Literature-
Based Reading Series 1;
Reading Comprehension
Booster; Read and
Respond Punch; Reading
Shape-Up Set 1; Accu-
Reading, Sets 1-2; Real
World Reading Skills,
Sets 1-2

Grade 4
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Reading 3.1 (READING) ALL STUDENTS
WILL UNDERSTAND AND APPLY
THE KNOWLEDGE OF SOUNDS,
LETTERS, AND WORDS IN
WRITTEN ENGLISH TO BECOME
INDEPENDENT AND FLUENT
READERS, AND WILL READ A
VARIETY OF MATERIALS AND
TEXTS WITH FLUENCY AND
COMPREHENSION.

D. Fluency 2. Read at different
speeds using scanning,
skimming, or careful
reading as appropriate.

Developing Critical
Thinking Skills, Set 1,
Reading Critically Non-
fiction, Set 1; Literature-
Based Reading Series 1;
Reading Comprehension
Booster; Read and
Respond Punch; Reading
Shape-Up Set 1; Accu-
Reading, Sets 1-2; Real
World Reading Skills,
Sets 1-2

Reading 3.1 (READING) ALL STUDENTS
WILL UNDERSTAND AND APPLY
THE KNOWLEDGE OF SOUNDS,
LETTERS, AND WORDS IN
WRITTEN ENGLISH TO BECOME
INDEPENDENT AND FLUENT
READERS, AND WILL READ A
VARIETY OF MATERIALS AND
TEXTS WITH FLUENCY AND
COMPREHENSION.

E. Reading Strategies
(before, during, after
reading

1. Use knowledge of
word meaning,
language structure, and
sound-symbol
relationships to check
understanding when
reading.

Developing Critical
Thinking Skills, Set 1,
Reading Critically Non-
fiction, Set 1; Literature-
Based Reading Series 1;
Reading Comprehension
Booster; Read and
Respond Punch; Reading
Shape-Up Set 1; Accu-
Reading, Sets 1-2; Real
World Reading Skills,
Sets 1-2

Reading 3.1 (READING) ALL STUDENTS
WILL UNDERSTAND AND APPLY
THE KNOWLEDGE OF SOUNDS,
LETTERS, AND WORDS IN
WRITTEN ENGLISH TO BECOME
INDEPENDENT AND FLUENT
READERS, AND WILL READ A
VARIETY OF MATERIALS AND
TEXTS WITH FLUENCY AND
COMPREHENSION.

E. Reading Strategies
(before, during, after
reading

2. Identify specific
words or passages
causing comprehension
difficulties and seek
clarification.

Developing Critical
Thinking Skills, Set 1,
Reading Critically Non-
fiction, Set 1; Literature-
Based Reading Series 1;
Reading Comprehension
Booster; Read and
Respond Punch; Reading
Shape-Up Set 1; Accu-
Reading, Sets 1-2; Real
World Reading Skills,
Sets 1-2

Reading 3.1 (READING) ALL STUDENTS
WILL UNDERSTAND AND APPLY
THE KNOWLEDGE OF SOUNDS,
LETTERS, AND WORDS IN
WRITTEN ENGLISH TO BECOME
INDEPENDENT AND FLUENT
READERS, AND WILL READ A
VARIETY OF MATERIALS AND
TEXTS WITH FLUENCY AND
COMPREHENSION.

E. Reading Strategies
(before, during, after
reading

3. Select useful visual
organizers before,
during, and after
reading to organize
information (e.g., Venn
diagrams).

Developing Critical
Thinking Skills, Set 1,
Reading Critically Non-
fiction, Set 1; Literature-
Based Reading Series 1;
Reading Comprehension
Booster; Read and
Respond Punch; Reading
Shape-Up Set 1; Accu-
Reading, Sets 1-2; Real
World Reading Skills,
Sets 1-2
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Reading 3.1 (READING) ALL STUDENTS
WILL UNDERSTAND AND APPLY
THE KNOWLEDGE OF SOUNDS,
LETTERS, AND WORDS IN
WRITTEN ENGLISH TO BECOME
INDEPENDENT AND FLUENT
READERS, AND WILL READ A
VARIETY OF MATERIALS AND
TEXTS WITH FLUENCY AND
COMPREHENSION.

G. Comprehension
Skills and Response
to Text

2. Distinguish cause
and effect, fact and
opinion, main idea and
supporting details in
nonfiction texts (e.g.,
science, social studies).
.

Developing Critical
Thinking Skills, Set 1,
Reading Critically Non-
fiction, Set 1; Literature-
Based Reading Series 1;
Reading Comprehension
Booster; Read and
Respond Punch; Reading
Shape-Up Set 1; Accu-
Reading, Sets 1-2; Real
World Reading Skills,
Sets 1-2

Reading 3.1 (READING) ALL STUDENTS
WILL UNDERSTAND AND APPLY
THE KNOWLEDGE OF SOUNDS,
LETTERS, AND WORDS IN
WRITTEN ENGLISH TO BECOME
INDEPENDENT AND FLUENT
READERS, AND WILL READ A
VARIETY OF MATERIALS AND
TEXTS WITH FLUENCY AND
COMPREHENSION.

G. Comprehension
Skills and Response
to Text

4. Understand author’s
opinions and how they
address culture,
ethnicity, gender, and
historical periods (cf.
social studies
standards).

Developing Critical
Thinking Skills, Set 1,
Reading Critically Non-
fiction, Set 1; Literature-
Based Reading Series 1;
Reading Comprehension
Booster; Read and
Respond Punch; Reading
Shape-Up Set 1; Accu-
Reading, Sets 1-2; Real
World Reading Skills,
Sets 1-2

Reading 3.1 (READING) ALL STUDENTS
WILL UNDERSTAND AND APPLY
THE KNOWLEDGE OF SOUNDS,
LETTERS, AND WORDS IN
WRITTEN ENGLISH TO BECOME
INDEPENDENT AND FLUENT
READERS, AND WILL READ A
VARIETY OF MATERIALS AND
TEXTS WITH FLUENCY AND
COMPREHENSION.

G. Comprehension
Skills and Response
to Text

6. Recognize an
author’s point of view.

Developing Critical
Thinking Skills, Set 1,
Reading Critically Non-
fiction, Set 1; Literature-
Based Reading Series 1;
Reading Comprehension
Booster; Read and
Respond Punch; Reading
Shape-Up Set 1; Accu-
Reading, Sets 1-2; Real
World Reading Skills,
Sets 1-2

Reading 3.1 (READING) ALL STUDENTS
WILL UNDERSTAND AND APPLY
THE KNOWLEDGE OF SOUNDS,
LETTERS, AND WORDS IN
WRITTEN ENGLISH TO BECOME
INDEPENDENT AND FLUENT
READERS, AND WILL READ A
VARIETY OF MATERIALS AND
TEXTS WITH FLUENCY AND
COMPREHENSION.

G. Comprehension
Skills and Response
to Text

7. Identify and
summarize central
ideas in informational
texts.

Developing Critical
Thinking Skills, Set 1,
Reading Critically Non-
fiction, Set 1; Literature-
Based Reading Series 1;
Reading Comprehension
Booster; Read and
Respond Punch; Reading
Shape-Up Set 1; Accu-
Reading, Sets 1-2; Real
World Reading Skills,
Sets 1-2
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Reading 3.1 (READING) ALL STUDENTS
WILL UNDERSTAND AND APPLY
THE KNOWLEDGE OF SOUNDS,
LETTERS, AND WORDS IN
WRITTEN ENGLISH TO BECOME
INDEPENDENT AND FLUENT
READERS, AND WILL READ A
VARIETY OF MATERIALS AND
TEXTS WITH FLUENCY AND
COMPREHENSION.

G. Comprehension
Skills and Response
to Text

8. Recognize
differences among
forms of literature
(poetry, drama, fiction,
nonfiction).

Developing Critical
Thinking Skills, Set 1,
Reading Critically Non-
fiction, Set 1; Literature-
Based Reading Series 1;
Reading Comprehension
Booster; Read and
Respond Punch; Reading
Shape-Up Set 1; Accu-
Reading, Sets 1-2; Real
World Reading Skills,
Sets 1-2

Reading 3.1 (READING) ALL STUDENTS
WILL UNDERSTAND AND APPLY
THE KNOWLEDGE OF SOUNDS,
LETTERS, AND WORDS IN
WRITTEN ENGLISH TO BECOME
INDEPENDENT AND FLUENT
READERS, AND WILL READ A
VARIETY OF MATERIALS AND
TEXTS WITH FLUENCY AND
COMPREHENSION.

G. Comprehension
Skills and Response
to Text

9. Recognize literary
elements in stories,
including setting,
characters, plot, and
mood.

Developing Critical
Thinking Skills, Set 1,
Reading Critically Non-
fiction, Set 1; Literature-
Based Reading Series 1;
Reading Comprehension
Booster; Read and
Respond Punch; Reading
Shape-Up Set 1; Accu-
Reading, Sets 1-2; Real
World Reading Skills,
Sets 1-2

Reading 3.1 (READING) ALL STUDENTS
WILL UNDERSTAND AND APPLY
THE KNOWLEDGE OF SOUNDS,
LETTERS, AND WORDS IN
WRITTEN ENGLISH TO BECOME
INDEPENDENT AND FLUENT
READERS, AND WILL READ A
VARIETY OF MATERIALS AND
TEXTS WITH FLUENCY AND
COMPREHENSION.

G. Comprehension
Skills and Response
to Text

10. Identify some
literary devices in
stories.

Accu-Reading Set 1,
Reading Shape Up Sets
1-2, Developing Critical
Thinking Skills Set 1,
Reading Critically Non-
fiction Set 1, Literature
Based Reading Set 1,
Real World Reading Skills
Set 2

Reading 3.1 (READING) ALL STUDENTS
WILL UNDERSTAND AND APPLY
THE KNOWLEDGE OF SOUNDS,
LETTERS, AND WORDS IN
WRITTEN ENGLISH TO BECOME
INDEPENDENT AND FLUENT
READERS, AND WILL READ A
VARIETY OF MATERIALS AND
TEXTS WITH FLUENCY AND
COMPREHENSION.

G. Comprehension
Skills and Response
to Text

13. Read regularly in
materials appropriate
for their independent
reading level.

Developing Critical
Thinking Skills, Set 1,
Reading Critically Non-
fiction, Set 1; Literature-
Based Reading Series 1;
Reading Comprehension
Booster; Read and
Respond Punch; Reading
Shape-Up Set 1; Accu-
Reading, Sets 1-2; Real
World Reading Skills,
Sets 1-2
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Subhead Standard Strand Learning Expectation Merit Software

Reading 3.1 (READING) ALL STUDENTS
WILL UNDERSTAND AND APPLY
THE KNOWLEDGE OF SOUNDS,
LETTERS, AND WORDS IN
WRITTEN ENGLISH TO BECOME
INDEPENDENT AND FLUENT
READERS, AND WILL READ A
VARIETY OF MATERIALS AND
TEXTS WITH FLUENCY AND
COMPREHENSION.

C. Decoding and
Word Recognition

1. Use letter-sound
correspondence and
structural analysis (e.g.,
roots, affixes) to decode
words.

Developing Critical
Thinking Skills, Set 1,
Reading Critically Non-
fiction, Set 1; Literature-
Based Reading Series 1;
Reading Comprehension
Booster; Read and
Respond Punch; Reading
Shape-Up Set 1; Accu-
Reading, Sets 1-2; Real
World Reading Skills,
Sets 1-2

Reading 3.1 (READING) ALL STUDENTS
WILL UNDERSTAND AND APPLY
THE KNOWLEDGE OF SOUNDS,
LETTERS, AND WORDS IN
WRITTEN ENGLISH TO BECOME
INDEPENDENT AND FLUENT
READERS, AND WILL READ A
VARIETY OF MATERIALS AND
TEXTS WITH FLUENCY AND
COMPREHENSION.

C. Decoding and
Word Recognition

2. Know and use
common word families
to decode unfamiliar
words.

Developing Critical
Thinking Skills, Set 1,
Reading Critically Non-
fiction, Set 1; Literature-
Based Reading Series 1;
Reading Comprehension
Booster; Read and
Respond Punch; Reading
Shape-Up Set 1; Accu-
Reading, Sets 1-2; Real
World Reading Skills,
Sets 1-2

Reading 3.1 (READING) ALL STUDENTS
WILL UNDERSTAND AND APPLY
THE KNOWLEDGE OF SOUNDS,
LETTERS, AND WORDS IN
WRITTEN ENGLISH TO BECOME
INDEPENDENT AND FLUENT
READERS, AND WILL READ A
VARIETY OF MATERIALS AND
TEXTS WITH FLUENCY AND
COMPREHENSION.

C. Decoding and
Word Recognition

3. Recognize
compound words,
contractions, and
common abbreviations.

Developing Critical
Thinking Skills, Set 1,
Reading Critically Non-
fiction, Set 1; Literature-
Based Reading Series 1;
Reading Comprehension
Booster; Read and
Respond Punch; Reading
Shape-Up Set 1; Accu-
Reading, Sets 1-2; Real
World Reading Skills,
Sets 1-2

Reading 3.1 (READING) ALL STUDENTS
WILL UNDERSTAND AND APPLY
THE KNOWLEDGE OF SOUNDS,
LETTERS, AND WORDS IN
WRITTEN ENGLISH TO BECOME
INDEPENDENT AND FLUENT
READERS, AND WILL READ A
VARIETY OF MATERIALS AND
TEXTS WITH FLUENCY AND
COMPREHENSION.

D. Fluency 1. Use appropriate
rhythm, flow, meter, and
pronunciation in
demonstrating
understanding of
punctuation marks.

Developing Critical
Thinking Skills, Set 1,
Reading Critically Non-
fiction, Set 1; Literature-
Based Reading Series 1;
Reading Comprehension
Booster; Read and
Respond Punch; Reading
Shape-Up Set 1; Accu-
Reading, Sets 1-2; Real
World Reading Skills,
Sets 1-2

Grade 4
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Reading 3.1 (READING) ALL STUDENTS
WILL UNDERSTAND AND APPLY
THE KNOWLEDGE OF SOUNDS,
LETTERS, AND WORDS IN
WRITTEN ENGLISH TO BECOME
INDEPENDENT AND FLUENT
READERS, AND WILL READ A
VARIETY OF MATERIALS AND
TEXTS WITH FLUENCY AND
COMPREHENSION.

D. Fluency 2. Read at different
speeds using scanning,
skimming, or careful
reading as appropriate.

Developing Critical
Thinking Skills, Set 1,
Reading Critically Non-
fiction, Set 1; Literature-
Based Reading Series 1;
Reading Comprehension
Booster; Read and
Respond Punch; Reading
Shape-Up Set 1; Accu-
Reading, Sets 1-2; Real
World Reading Skills,
Sets 1-2

Reading 3.1 (READING) ALL STUDENTS
WILL UNDERSTAND AND APPLY
THE KNOWLEDGE OF SOUNDS,
LETTERS, AND WORDS IN
WRITTEN ENGLISH TO BECOME
INDEPENDENT AND FLUENT
READERS, AND WILL READ A
VARIETY OF MATERIALS AND
TEXTS WITH FLUENCY AND
COMPREHENSION.

E. Reading Strategies
(before, during, after
reading).

1. Use knowledge of
word meaning,
language structure, and
sound-symbol
relationships to check
understanding when
reading.

Developing Critical
Thinking Skills, Set 1,
Reading Critically Non-
fiction, Set 1; Literature-
Based Reading Series 1;
Reading Comprehension
Booster; Read and
Respond Punch; Reading
Shape-Up Set 1; Accu-
Reading, Sets 1-2; Real
World Reading Skills,
Sets 1-2

Reading 3.1 (READING) ALL STUDENTS
WILL UNDERSTAND AND APPLY
THE KNOWLEDGE OF SOUNDS,
LETTERS, AND WORDS IN
WRITTEN ENGLISH TO BECOME
INDEPENDENT AND FLUENT
READERS, AND WILL READ A
VARIETY OF MATERIALS AND
TEXTS WITH FLUENCY AND
COMPREHENSION.

E. Reading Strategies
(before, during, after
reading).

2. Identify specific
words or passages
causing comprehension
difficulties and seek
clarification.

Developing Critical
Thinking Skills, Set 1,
Reading Critically Non-
fiction, Set 1; Literature-
Based Reading Series 1;
Reading Comprehension
Booster; Read and
Respond Punch; Reading
Shape-Up Set 1; Accu-
Reading, Sets 1-2; Real
World Reading Skills,
Sets 1-2

Reading 3.1 (READING) ALL STUDENTS
WILL UNDERSTAND AND APPLY
THE KNOWLEDGE OF SOUNDS,
LETTERS, AND WORDS IN
WRITTEN ENGLISH TO BECOME
INDEPENDENT AND FLUENT
READERS, AND WILL READ A
VARIETY OF MATERIALS AND
TEXTS WITH FLUENCY AND
COMPREHENSION.

E. Reading Strategies
(before, during, after
reading).

3. Select useful visual
organizers before,
during, and after
reading to organize
information (e.g., Venn
diagrams).

Developing Critical
Thinking Skills, Set 1,
Reading Critically Non-
fiction, Set 1; Literature-
Based Reading Series 1;
Reading Comprehension
Booster; Read and
Respond Punch; Reading
Shape-Up Set 1; Accu-
Reading, Sets 1-2; Real
World Reading Skills,
Sets 1-2
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Reading 3.1 (READING) ALL STUDENTS
WILL UNDERSTAND AND APPLY
THE KNOWLEDGE OF SOUNDS,
LETTERS, AND WORDS IN
WRITTEN ENGLISH TO BECOME
INDEPENDENT AND FLUENT
READERS, AND WILL READ A
VARIETY OF MATERIALS AND
TEXTS WITH FLUENCY AND
COMPREHENSION.

G. Comprehension
Skills and Response
to Text

2. Distinguish cause
and effect, fact and
opinion, main idea and
supporting details in
nonfiction texts (e.g.,
science, social studies).
.

Developing Critical
Thinking Skills, Set 1,
Reading Critically Non-
fiction, Set 1; Literature-
Based Reading Series 1;
Reading Comprehension
Booster; Read and
Respond Punch; Reading
Shape-Up Set 1; Accu-
Reading, Sets 1-2; Real
World Reading Skills,
Sets 1-2

Reading 3.1 (READING) ALL STUDENTS
WILL UNDERSTAND AND APPLY
THE KNOWLEDGE OF SOUNDS,
LETTERS, AND WORDS IN
WRITTEN ENGLISH TO BECOME
INDEPENDENT AND FLUENT
READERS, AND WILL READ A
VARIETY OF MATERIALS AND
TEXTS WITH FLUENCY AND
COMPREHENSION.

G. Comprehension
Skills and Response
to Text

4. Understand author’s
opinions and how they
address culture,
ethnicity, gender, and
historical periods (cf.
social studies
standards).

Developing Critical
Thinking Skills, Set 1,
Reading Critically Non-
fiction, Set 1; Literature-
Based Reading Series 1;
Reading Comprehension
Booster; Read and
Respond Punch; Reading
Shape-Up Set 1; Accu-
Reading, Sets 1-2; Real
World Reading Skills,
Sets 1-2

Reading 3.1 (READING) ALL STUDENTS
WILL UNDERSTAND AND APPLY
THE KNOWLEDGE OF SOUNDS,
LETTERS, AND WORDS IN
WRITTEN ENGLISH TO BECOME
INDEPENDENT AND FLUENT
READERS, AND WILL READ A
VARIETY OF MATERIALS AND
TEXTS WITH FLUENCY AND
COMPREHENSION.

G. Comprehension
Skills and Response
to Text

6. Recognize an
author’s point of view.

Developing Critical
Thinking Skills, Set 1,
Reading Critically Non-
fiction, Set 1; Literature-
Based Reading Series 1;
Reading Comprehension
Booster; Read and
Respond Punch; Reading
Shape-Up Set 1; Accu-
Reading, Sets 1-2; Real
World Reading Skills,
Sets 1-2

Reading 3.1 (READING) ALL STUDENTS
WILL UNDERSTAND AND APPLY
THE KNOWLEDGE OF SOUNDS,
LETTERS, AND WORDS IN
WRITTEN ENGLISH TO BECOME
INDEPENDENT AND FLUENT
READERS, AND WILL READ A
VARIETY OF MATERIALS AND
TEXTS WITH FLUENCY AND
COMPREHENSION.

G. Comprehension
Skills and Response
to Text

7. Identify and
summarize central
ideas in informational
texts.

Developing Critical
Thinking Skills, Set 1,
Reading Critically Non-
fiction, Set 1; Reading
Shape-Up Set 1; Accu-
Reading, Sets 1-2; Real
World Reading Skills,
Sets 1-2
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Reading 3.1 (READING) ALL STUDENTS
WILL UNDERSTAND AND APPLY
THE KNOWLEDGE OF SOUNDS,
LETTERS, AND WORDS IN
WRITTEN ENGLISH TO BECOME
INDEPENDENT AND FLUENT
READERS, AND WILL READ A
VARIETY OF MATERIALS AND
TEXTS WITH FLUENCY AND
COMPREHENSION.

G. Comprehension
Skills and Response
to Text

8. Recognize
differences among
forms of literature
(poetry, drama, fiction,
nonfiction).

Developing Critical
Thinking Skills, Set 1,
Reading Critically Non-
fiction, Set 1; Literature-
Based Reading Series 1;
Reading Comprehension
Booster; Read and
Respond Punch; Reading
Shape-Up Set 1; Accu-
Reading, Sets 1-2; Real
World Reading Skills,
Sets 1-2

Reading 3.1 (READING) ALL STUDENTS
WILL UNDERSTAND AND APPLY
THE KNOWLEDGE OF SOUNDS,
LETTERS, AND WORDS IN
WRITTEN ENGLISH TO BECOME
INDEPENDENT AND FLUENT
READERS, AND WILL READ A
VARIETY OF MATERIALS AND
TEXTS WITH FLUENCY AND
COMPREHENSION.

G. Comprehension
Skills and Response
to Text

9. Recognize literary
elements in stories,
including setting,
characters, plot, and
mood.

Literature-Based Reading
Series 1; Reading
Comprehension Booster;
Read and Respond
Punch; Reading Shape-
Up Set 1

Reading 3.1 (READING) ALL STUDENTS
WILL UNDERSTAND AND APPLY
THE KNOWLEDGE OF SOUNDS,
LETTERS, AND WORDS IN
WRITTEN ENGLISH TO BECOME
INDEPENDENT AND FLUENT
READERS, AND WILL READ A
VARIETY OF MATERIALS AND
TEXTS WITH FLUENCY AND
COMPREHENSION.

G. Comprehension
Skills and Response
to Text

10. Identify some
literary devices in
stories.

Literature-Based Reading
Series 1; Reading
Comprehension Booster;
Read and Respond
Punch; Reading Shape-
Up Set 1

Reading 3.1 (READING) ALL STUDENTS
WILL UNDERSTAND AND APPLY
THE KNOWLEDGE OF SOUNDS,
LETTERS, AND WORDS IN
WRITTEN ENGLISH TO BECOME
INDEPENDENT AND FLUENT
READERS, AND WILL READ A
VARIETY OF MATERIALS AND
TEXTS WITH FLUENCY AND
COMPREHENSION.

G. Comprehension
Skills and Response
to Text

13. Read regularly in
materials appropriate
for their independent
reading level.

Developing Critical
Thinking Skills, Set 1,
Reading Critically Non-
fiction, Set 1; Literature-
Based Reading Series 1;
Reading Comprehension
Booster; Read and
Respond Punch; Reading
Shape-Up Set 1; Accu-
Reading, Sets 1-2; Real
World Reading Skills,
Sets 1-2
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