Differentiating Instruction with Merit Software
Course Syllabus

Reaching every child is not possible with a one-size-fits-all model of curricula and instruction. We need to
personalize instruction, support teachers with the tools they need, give them the skills to succeed in mixed ability
classrooms, and the confidence that this can be done.

Teachers will learn how to use Merit Software to determine important differences in students' points of entry. In
addition, you will learn implications for working with students, both online and offline, and for creating fair and
appropriate assessments.

Merit Software has been used in schools since 1983. Marshall University Graduate College faculty members have
rigorously researched Merit products in a variety of studies since 2003. This course is based on their findings.

This is a 45 hour, 3 credit, pass-fail, course. Your prep-time and your studentsO time using Merit will count towards
the 45-hour requirement.

Learners will use an online forum to interact with each other and submit pajerévww. meritsoftware.com/
forum.

Required reading materials are available at no charge. Merit programs are not included in the course fee.

Participants should check with their school district before enrolling if they intend to use this course for license
renewal and, or, salary increase purposes.

Learners are required to hold a minimum of a Bachelor of Arts or Bachelor of Science degree.
As a pass-fail course, the activities provided herein will help participants gain a better understanding of technology's
role in education. To promote a more self-directed learning experience, these activities have incorporated as

assignments within the course content.

To obtain a passing grade, you must complete all of the activities with a passing competency. No incomplete grades
will be given.

Contact Merit Software onlinettp://www.meritsoftware.com/contact_us/by telephone (800) 753-6488 to discuss
guestions about this course. The instructors email address will be posted after registration
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Learner Qutcomes:

Learners will

¥ Use Merit Software to improve their teaching for many levels of students

¥ Understand how Merit can be used by teachers and students in the classroom or in an open lab
¥ Integrate the use Merit into their curriculum

¥ Be able to use Merit for teaching and learning and for their own personal productivity

¥ Create lesson plans for using Merit Software

Part 1. Course Orientation: Differentiating Instruction
Objectives B Learners will:
¥ Become familiar with the content of the course
¥ Become familiar with the online tools of the course
¥ Meet other participants
Activities - Learners will:
¥ Visit the Merit Software web site and read the Methodology section
¥ Visit the online discussion board and introduce themselves to the rest of the class
Part 2. Teaching and Learning with Computer Assisted Instruction
Objectives B Learners will:
¥ Describe the benefits of Computer Assisted Instruction
¥ Examine and analyze CAl products that have been used in your school.
¥ Evaluate and compare the advantages to using CAl to other strategies for improving student achievement.
Activities B Learners will:
¥ Read Lemke, Cisco Study B What Works in Schools
¥ Participate in the online discussion: How is CAI currently used in your school? How could CAI help you?;
Can CAl practically work in your classroom?
Part 3: Merit Software Basics:
Instructional Objectives:
¥ ldentify some of the benefits of using Merit with your students
¥ Explain how using Merit can help support independent learning and meet curriculum standards
¥ Determine ways Merit can integrated into your curriculum

Activities:

¥ Read the Research Basis for Merit Software
¥ Read Jones, Staats, Bowling, Cunningham, Cadle paper
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Read OOByrne, Securro, Jones, Cadle paper

Read Cantrell, Jones, Securro, OOByrne paper

Examine state and local curriculum standards on Merit Software web site.
Participate in an online discussion:

How can Merit help you meet your curriculum goals?

How can Merit help you meet state standards?

How can Merit help students of mixed abilities in my classroom?

Part 4: Preparing to Use Merit with Your Students.

Instructional Objectives

¥
¥
¥

Activities
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Part 5:

Explain how Merit enables changes in teaching and learning
Evaluate pros and cons of using Merit as a curriculum supplement
Create lessons plans for using Merit

Read specific program manuals

Read the teacher management system user guide

Use one, or more, Merit programs yourself to become comfortable with it

Create a plan of curriculum objectives to cover with your students

Set up student names

Set up teacher and student program preferences

Introduce your students to Merit Software

Participate in an online discussion: OIf a teacher has tried and true methods of teaching a subject, is it
worth it to use Merit? What are the benefits or risks?

Using Merit with Your Students

Using MeritOs instructional software, built-in student tracking, and offline activities.

¥ Use Merit during the school year with your students.
¥ Explain the implementation and the results. Please include your overall objectives and how you met them

using the information provided in this course. Be sure to describe cases when students were able to
advance on their own, where you lead offline activities based on feedback from the software, and where
you were free to provide individual instruction to pupils.

¥ Assess student attitudes towards Merit: Did your use of Merit enhance instruction and learning? What

were the studentsO reactions to particular aspects of the software?

Course Section Activity

Review course content, print course readingp,

Orientation interact with other class participants and 1D 2 hours

instructor




. Read about and discuss impressions of

Introduction to CAI . . P 1D 2 hours
computers as an instructional tool
Read research about Merit, determine waysi|it

Methodology . . 3 -4 hours
can be used in the curriculum

. Create lesson plans and prepare students tq use

Prep-Time - 4 - 6 hours

Merit, discuss thoughts
L Use Merit with students, supervise offline

Application L . 25 B 27 hours
activities based on feedback from Merit

Culmination Complete final assignments 6 b 8 hours

Total Time 40 B 49 hours

Required Readings:
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Lemke, Cheryl, Cisco Systems, Technology in Schools, What the Research Saysi2006vw.cisco.com/web/
strategy/docs/education/TechnologyinSchoolsReport.pdf
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